



Virginia Intercollegiate Soccer Officials Association
TRAINING
Applicability:  VISOA members seeking game assignments in the upcoming season.
Effective:  August 1, 2011

Eligibility for Assignments:  All officials working games assigned by VISOA must meet applicable NISOA certification requirements annually.

For referees, the NISOA requirements include:  

· completion of the physical fitness test (PFT)

· completion of prescribed rules exams

· viewing of videos and other materials providing information pertinent to current NISOA directives and points of emphasis. 

For assessors, NISOA requires attendance at periodic clinics and completion of a rules exam as directed.

Participation:  VISOA requires all referees registered with VISOA to attend its annual training clinic that will include the NISOA requirements to be NISOA certified for the upcoming season.  

National Referees (NR) and National Referee Candidates (NRC) may be excused at the discretion of the Commissioner to attend one of the biennial NR camps in lieu of attending the VISOA clinic.  Other members may also be excused from attending the regular clinic due to unusual circumstances at the discretion of the Commissioner.
The VISOA Board of Directors will make reasonable efforts to conduct an annual makeup clinic to accommodate certifying those excused from the regular clinic.  

Non-participation:  VISOA referee members who do not attend the VISOA regular annual training clinic for two (2) consecutive years may not be deemed in good standing and thus ineligible for game assignments.  

Physical Fitness Test Benchmarks:

For NR and NRC, NISOA has a score goal of 4.0 or higher with a minimum 3.5 average score for passing at a mandatory biennial national camp.  VISOA expects NR and NRC to maintain the minimum 3.5 level as demonstrated at its annual training clinic.  
For renewing referees, NISOA requires a minimum average score of 1.0.  Members who fail to meet the minimum passing score may be placed on probation pending a successful retake of the test.  As a general guideline, VISOA expects members to achieve a minimum score of 2.0 to be assigned as a center referee and 1.0 to be assigned as an assistant referee (AR).  These guidelines are not absolute and members may be assigned as center and AR at the discretion of the assignor.
New members have a score goal of 2.5 and should expect only AR assignments during their first two (2) years of VISOA membership.  
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