



Virginia Intercollegiate Soccer Officials Association
REFEREE GUIDELINES

ALL REFEREES should:
Keep availability and contact information current in ArbiterSports.

Check email and phone messages daily and respond accordingly.

Maintain fitness, nutrition and means of transportation.

Accept assignments promptly.  Honor first commitment, do not shop games.  

Not accept more than one other senior amateur/youth or higher level game a day as physical performance will be compromised.   

If being assessed as a center referee, do not accept another center assignment that day.

Advise the assigner of the reasons for declining an assignment. 

Not attempt to find a replacement if an assignment must be turned back; 

contact the assigner as soon as possible.

Clean, repair and replace equipment, shoes and uniforms as needed – stay prepared.

Be fully knowledgeable of the current rules and mechanics.  

Visit the NCAA Soccer Central Hub frequently to be aware of current officiating issues, rules interpretations and other helpful information.  .

Continually thank your spouse, significant other and family for their support as you pursue your officiating passion.

ALL REFEREES

GAME DAY

Preparations:

Take care of personal hygiene (haircut, shave).  

Bring alternate jerseys and equipment.

Allow ample time to travel considering traffic and weather conditions.

Call referee/crew members if delayed enroute to game and revise meeting plans as needed.   

ALL REFEREES

Game Day Preparations - Cont'd:

If changing into uniform at the game site, arrive at the designated location at least forty-five (45) minutes before kickoff for D-III games; earlier arrival times may be directed by the center referee especially for D-I and playoff games.  

If coming dressed in uniform, meeting thirty (30) minutes before D-III game kickoffs may be adequate for an experienced crew.  The center referee may specify an earlier arrival time.  

Comply with local parking and traffic regulations.  

Secure personal vehicle.  Do not leave belongings in an unlocked locker room.

Remove all jewelry except wedding rings prior to entering the field.  

Plan time for an adequate warm up.  

On the pitch:

Walk unto the field together with the crew in the same uniform (socks up) no later than fifteen (15) minutes before kickoff.  If warming up on the field, arrive earlier so as to finish the warm up 15 minutes before kickoff.
With the crew meet the head coaches and staff spending the same amount of time with each. 

Do not remove any part of the game uniform until in your car or the locker room.

POST GAME (Off field)
Be receptive to feedback from an assessor as applicable.

Discuss critical game situations with the crew and identify lessons learned. 

If not leaving campus in uniform, depart in appropriate travel attire (no T-shirts and flip-flops).

Allow time to socialize with the crew and review game highlights by going to a restaurant for refreshments.  Tradition dictates that the center referee treats the crew at least partially.  
Share travel expenses with the person driving (everyone receives mileage pay).

Offer to drive if assigned with the same crew members in future games ("What goes around, comes around.").

While returning home, conduct a self-evaluation of your performance.  

When home, treat personal injuries and call your mentor or friend to discuss difficulties.

Do not belittle fellow officials with others.  

CENTER REFEREE

PRE GAME

A minimum of two (2) full days before game:

Contact the crew and assessor as applicable and confirm their availability; exchange mobile phone numbers.  Include the assessor in all pre game communications.
Determine which jerseys AR's have, especially new members.

Advise the crew of travel plans and ensure everyone has transportation; specify travel attire and when/where to meet.

Research team history, previous game, standings and player cards.

One day before game:
Contact the home team coach to confirm kickoff time, arrangements for locker room and showers, and field location.  Advise the crew of changes if they are traveling separately.

GAME DAY

Preparations:

Before going to the field, give the crew instructions and expectations commensurate with the competition level and AR experience.   

On the pitch:

Conduct or delegate standard pre kickoff inspections and meetings (balls, ball handlers, flags, goals, scorer, timer, captains, National Anthem, special ceremonies, etc.).

Seek feedback from the crew at half time and adjust accordingly.

Before leaving the field, confirm cards and goals with the official scorer and sign the scorebook.  

POST GAME (Off field)
Within one hour, contact the assigner (or if unavailable, the Commissioner) if there were red cards, serious player injuries, fights, disruptive coach or fan incidents, lack of security, facility/field problems or other situations that may be controversial or need the attention of higher authorities.    

Provide objective feedback to the assigner if AR performance was unsatisfactory.  Give the same feedback to the AR discreetly.  

Within one day, submit the game report in ArbiterSports to verify officials and provide scores and card data.   

ASSISTANT REFEREE

PRE GAME

Two (2) days before game:

Call the center referee if he has not made contact with you.

Get travel plans and know who is driving.  Understand the travel attire and when/where to meet.

Advise the center referee of available jerseys, especially new members, and exchange mobile phone numbers.

One day before game:
Call the assigner if no contact from the center referee.

GAME DAY

Preparations:

Follow the center referee's directions/plans - be on time.

On the pitch:

At the referee's direction, assist with standard pre kickoff inspections and meetings (balls, ball handlers, flags, goals, scorer, timer, captains, National Anthem, special ceremonies, etc.).

Record cards and injuries with player number and time to back up the referee.

Give meaningful feedback/observations to the referee at half time and adjust as requested.

Before leaving the field, ensure the referee has confirmed cards and goals with the official scorer and signed the scorebook.  

Do not remove any part of the uniform until in your car or locker room.

POST GAME (Off field)
Acknowledge critical feedback for improvement received from the crew; accept praise with humility. 

Confirm/provide details to the referee for red cards, serious player injuries, fights, disruptive coach or fan incidents, lack of security, facility/field problems or other situations that may be controversial or need the attention of higher authorities.    
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